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though the cause suffered in no sense in the able hands of the
two distinguished counselors who were left to conduct the case
to the end. Their able services, advice and conduct of the in-
quiry afterwards merited endorsement from lawyers everywhere,
who gave them distinct and manifest approval and praise.

During a session lasting over forty days the judge advocate
general and his assistant examined witnesses of every grade from
rear admiral to seaman, with the apparent purpose of impeach-
ing every motive, every movement of the Flying Squadron, every
signal, and, indeed, every action of the applicant.    Throughout
the entire procedure his purpose was manifest to spread upon the
records of the court every conversation had with, or overheard
by, any witnesses during the entire campaign.    At the same time
so much ill-temper was shown by this officer whenever the court
decided certain points in the case against him that the inquiry,
as conducted by him, soon lost all semblance of a purpose to
elicit facts in a manifest morbid desire to enforce his own mis-
constructions of intentions in the actions., movements, signals or
purposes of the commander of the Second Squadron.

On December 13, 1901, the court submitted a divided opinion,
one representing the majority, the other representing the minor-
ity, each signed by the president of the court, Admiral George
Dewey. The opinions of the majority and minority are given
below:

OPINION

Commodore Schley, in command of the Flying Squadron, should have
proceeded with utmost despatch off Cienfuegos and should have maintained
a close blockade of that port.

He should have endeavored on May 23d, at Cienfuegos, to obtain infor-
mation regarding the Spanish squadron by communicating with the insur-
gents at the place designated in the memorandum delivered to him at
9.35 A. M. of that date.

He should have proceeded from Cienfuegos to Santiago de Cuba with
all despatch, and should have disposed his vessels with a view of inter-
cepting the enemy in any attempt to pass the Flying Squadron.

He should not have delayed the squadron for the Eagle.

He should not have made the retrograde turn westward with his
squadron.

He should have promptly obeyed the Navy Department's order of
May 25th.nding. His loss was a deep
